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Goal of Social Studies

The overall goal of all Social Studies is to provide opportunities for students to develop the attitudes, skills and knowledge that will enable them to become engaged, active, informed and responsible citizens.  Recognition and respect for individual and collective identity is essential in a democratic society.  Social studies helps students develop their sense of self and community, encouraging them to affirm their place as citizens in an inclusive, democratic society.  
Topic 5.1 Physical Geography of Canada - Amazing Race format
September – October

During the course of this unit, students will gain an understanding and appreciation of all of the different physical aspects of Canada.
· Identifying the political divisions. Students will name and label Canada’s ten provinces and three territories as well as the capital city of each.
· Identify the major geographical regions. A new appreciation of the geographical vastness of our country will occur as students closely examine the similarities and differences between the major regions, and identify Canada’s various landforms and bodies of water.  
· Gain an understanding of population density and why it occurs where it does.  Students will see how the natural environment impacted the growth and development of the country, and how communities are established based on resources and landforms in an area.
· Examine the natural resources of Canada. Students will gain an understanding of the abundance and variety of resources within our country.  They will also examine how they are utilized and distributed as well as reflect on conservation strategies.
· Consider how quality of life and geography are linked.  Students will examine how natural resources, bodies of water and landforms impact the quality of life in a given area within Canada.
· Gain an understanding of how climate and natural disasters have an impact on Canadians. Students will closely examine the factors related to the climates of each geographical region.  Investigate cases of natural disasters and severe weather.
· Focus on Canada’s National Parks and Protected areas. Students will familiarize themselves with the location and significance of our national parks and protected areas.  Students will discover the importance of taking responsibility for protection, preservation and conservation of these areas to ensure future sustainability.
Topic 5.2 Histories and Stories of Ways of Life in Canada –Who is important to Canadian history and what did they do? (Wax museum inquiry project)
November-April

This unit will allow students to discover the many stories that have been integral to the diverse nature of Canada’s heritage.
· Students will explore the historical importance of the oral traditions of Canada’s Aboriginal People 
· Students will familiarize themselves with stories of the First Nations, Metis and Inuit and gain an appreciation of their beliefs and connections to nature.
· Identify the uniqueness of each Aboriginal Culture in Canada and how geography was integral to the diversity of these groups (eg. symbolism & language).

· Students will gain an understanding of the significance of the potlatch with regards to the Aboriginal people of the Northwest Coast.

· Examine the importance of anthropology and archaeology in assisting with our historical understanding of the Aboriginal people.
· Focus of the Francophone identity in Canada through stories, legends, and research about the ways of life in New France (Coureurs des Bois, Voyagers, and Habitants.)
· Students will identify the British influence in Canada via stories, and discover the importance of the fur trade, especially with regards to language and diversity; the roots of the Metis will also be discovered. 
· Students will learn about the importance of the migration of diverse cultures (Scottish, Irish, Germans, Russians, Ukrainians, Polish, Chinese, Indian and Black immigrants), to Canada and how their stories give us insight into their Canadian identity; the Underground Railroad will also be a focus and how Canada became “The Freedom Trail.”
· Consider the importance of the Northwest Mounted Police in the settlement and development of northern and western Canada

Topic 5.3 Canada: Shaping an Identity – What does it mean to be Canadian? Canada’s 150th Anniversary Celebrations
April-June

This is a unit that will assist students in understanding how historical events have impacted Canadian citizenship and identity.
· Students will critically assess the changes that occurred in Canada immediately following Confederation; exploration and reflection will focus on the people, events and circumstances of this time, including the impact of the railway and the exclusion of Aboriginals.
· Identification of the Famous Five and how their insight and actions assisted in lawmaking and individuals rights in Canada.
· Students will learn about the economic “booms and crashes” and the impact of these factors on the Canadian way of life; focus areas will include WWI industrialization and urbanization, the Great Depression and the economic boom that followed WWII.
· Examine how certain historical events have collectively shaped the Canadian identity.  These include: The Statute of Westminster, Lester B. Pearson’s peacekeeping initiative, the adoption of the Canadian flag, the patriation of the 1982 Constitution, the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, and the factors that led to the creation of Nunavut. 
*Current Affairs will also be integrated throughout each unit as pertinent issues come up that relate to each topic.

A field trip to Heritage Park/Drumheller is planned during June. This trip complements the historical elements of the Social Studies themes.

Assessment Structure

	Projects and Assignments
	50%

	Tests and Quizzes
	30%

	Conversations/Observations
	20%


